About the Team
Solon Middle School Science Olympiad teams have consistently performed at the National level for
many years. Solon Middle School has 9 National titles, and is a legend in Science Olympiad. The reason
we have had this level of success is teamwork, dedication and perseverance.
A team consists of 15 students and an alternate. There can be no more than 5 ninth grade students on a
team. There is no limitation on the number of sixth, seventh or eighth grade students. We will select
enough students to be able to compete with two teams at invitationals, so we will choose 32 students,
which will include 2 alternates. If we qualify for the state competition, we will have to then choose 15
students from the 32 to compete.
We are fortunate to have experienced event coaches as part of our team. Many of them have had
students go through the SMS Science Olympiad program. Each one has coached and won at the national
level. We would not be successful without their participation.
Expectations
We will focus on teamwork and dedication, but we will also focus on respect. We expect students to be
dedicated and work very hard on their events. Maintaining a positive attitude, perseverance in the face
of adversity, and the ability to learn from one’s mistakes are life lessons that we promote.
Events
There are 23 events in a competition. Most events are written test events (we call them brain events).
Some of these events have a laboratory or a hands-on aspect to them, as well. There are also four build
events. These are events which require the student to build a device to prescribed specifications and
perform with that device in a prescribed competition.
Each event requires two students, with the exception of Experimental Design which has three students.
Since each competition team has 15 students, that means each student, on average, will have to be
ready to perform in at least 3 events at each competition. New team members, 6th and 7th graders will
be studying 4 events, returning 8th + 9th graders will have 5 - 6 events.
A comprehensive list of the events and the rules can be found on the SMS Science Olympiad page.
Preparation
We prepare for competitions from October through December, (which is not a lot of time to prepare for
23 team events), after which we start competing at different invitationals almost every week end till the
first week of March. We would love to meet face to face, but that is not possible now. We will rely
heavily on texts and emails, so make sure your student checks their emails regularly.
We will arrange a short informational meeting with the entire team, weekly, where we will talk about
upcoming events, organizational information and general topics. Event coaches will establish a meeting
schedule with the students participating in that event. Each event meeting will be no more than 40
minutes. This is not enough time to produce a successful team. Students MUST put in time outside the
weekly meetings. Many coaches will schedule additional times for specific team events. Build events
will require shop time to build and additional time to launch/fly/ practice the event, and we are still
working on how to accomplish this. All meetings are mandatory.

Fund Raising
Running a Science Olympiad team with national aspirations takes money. We will be collecting $75.00
from each student at the start of the season to offset some costs like state and invitational registration
fees, rules manuals, team shirt, supplies etc. We are going to hold off on fundraising this year because
Invitational events look like they are going to be virtual. Overnight trips take a lot of money to pull off,
but it is highly unlikely that we will move out of the virtual environment. If that changes, we will have to
fundraise, but we’ll worry about that if it arises.
In Conclusion
Please remember your student is trying out for one of the best teams in the nation and we have to be
very selective. We will use all resources, event coaches, teachers, school administrators and staff and
weigh their input to make the final decision, and the team members for the year 2020-2021 will be
posted on the Solon Middle School website on the 27th of September.
Please feel free to contact us with any questions regarding the tryouts :
Dave Brewer and Deepa Nair

smstryouts@gmail.com

